Conflicts in the treatment of chronic ulcers in drug addicts--case series and discussion.
Vascular access in intravenous drug abusers may become compromised by the repeated injection of toxic substances. In such circumstances abusers are driven by their addiction to seek alternative routes of drug delivery. We report a series of individuals with chronic ulcers, which were cultivated and maintained for the administration of heroin. We advise that practitioners should be wary of granulation tissue being promoted in this way and suggest that the patients' desire for wound healing may be overridden by their addiction and that successful treatment of these wounds is reliant upon cessation of drug abuse and patient compliance. In our experience this is most easily achieved in a multidisciplinary environment.